Jour 618
First Amendment and Society
Section 1 (61704), Spring 2016
9:00 – 9:50 a.m. Mon-Wed-Fri
ST-F 100
Instructor: Genelle Belmas, Ph.D.
Office: ST-F 209D
Office Phone: (785) 864-7667
Email: gbelmas@ku.edu (checked daily)
Office Hours: Mon and Wed, 10:00-11:30 a.m. and by appointment. I answer email within 18 hours.
NOTE: This class is a hybrid class, with some of the work (particularly reading quizzes) done
online on your own time. You must have both Internet access and a computer capable of
connecting to Blackboard. You should also have basic Internet use knowledge and skills that
include typing and online navigation. If you have technical difficulties, contact the help desk at
(785) 864-8080. It is up to you to troubleshoot your own tech issues.
About This Syllabus
This syllabus is a contract between you, the student, and me, the instructor. While I take seriously
my obligation to provide information about First Amendment law and give you a chance to practice it, I
need you to take seriously your obligation to make a sincere effort to learn that information and
understand and perform the assignments given to you. Please feel free to ask questions at any time if you
are uncertain as to what I expect or what you should do. However, our schedule is not engraved in stone;
if we need to take longer on a particular area, we will make accommodations.
Course Objectives
There is never a dull moment in media law! Nearly every time we turn on the news, we hear of new
developments in media law, whether in online porn, political speech and campaign finance, broadcast
indecency, filesharing, or libel. This course is an introduction to some of the legal issues facing today’s
media organizations. I hope you’ll gain a richer understanding of the privileges and responsibilities
today’s media enjoy…and I bet you’ll have some fun in the process! Free speech rocks!!
Learning Goals
•   You’ll develop skills necessary to recognize and address legal issues facing you in your work in
a media organization.
•   You’ll learn First Amendment law and its specific applications to comm professionals.
•   You’ll practice your legal problem-solving skills on case studies and other applied learning.
Textbook and Required Readings (to be read BEFORE the class for which assigned)
Textbook: Wayne Overbeck and Genelle Belmas, Major Principles of Media Law (2016 ed.).
Cengage, 2015. You’ll need online access for Blackboard to view study guides, lecture notes and other
stuff and for www.freespeechrocks.com, on which all lectures are posted as videos.
Grading
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200 points — Two-chapter quizzes (four; 25 questions, ea. worth 2 pts.) (in-person)
100 points — Final exam (50 questions worth 2 pts. each) (in-person)
100 points — ARQs (best 10 scores) (online)
400 points — Total (grad students will have an additional writing assignment)
Grades will be based on the total number of points you accumulate. The scale will be:
A
93-100%
B+
87-89%
C+
77-79%
D
60-69%
A90-92%
B
83-86%
C
73-76%
F
0-59%
B80-82%
C70-72%
All assignments must be completed for a passing grade in the course. Please keep all graded material
until you’ve received your final grade.
General Guidelines
Academic misconduct. The William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications
does not tolerate plagiarism, fabrication of evidence and falsification of evidence. Penalties for
plagiarism, fabrication or falsification can include a failing grade for this course and expulsion from the
School of Journalism and Mass Communications. If you have any questions about what constitutes
plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, please consult me. Some examples:
•   If you use or attempt to use any unauthorized materials during a test, or if you give any
unauthorized materials to someone else during a test, this is cheating. Unauthorized materials
include written materials, such as notes. Unauthorized materials include any forms of nonverbal
communication (one cough, the answer is A; two coughs, the answer is B, etc.).
•   Plagiarism is stealing. You take someone else’s ideas, thoughts, or words and present them as
your own original work. This includes taking ideas from written sources, such as books, as well
as materials on the Internet. Cutting and pasting materials from the Internet and presenting that
work as if it was your own is plagiarism. There may be times when you want to incorporate
another person’s ideas, opinions, and words into the papers you write, to make a point or to
provide background. If you do, it is essential that you attribute that information—that you
explain where the information came from and give credit where credit is due. “Recycling” past
interviews or research from previous students and presenting it as your own falls into the
category of plagiarism.
•   Fabrication and falsification mean that you made it up. This can include making up an entire
interview or embellishing a fact, quote, or statistic to make it sound better. Don’t do it.
•   Bottom line: Do your own original work and don’t copy another student or cheat in any way. Be
yourself, not someone else. If I bust you cheating, I will follow up with university
administration. In this class, and in all journalism classes, honesty and integrity are critical. Any
work you do must be original and reflect your own ideas, thoughts, and research. In a work
setting, if you choose to violate professional standards, you will be fired. In this class, if you
choose to violate the standards for academic integrity, you’ll fail the course, and you may be
expelled from or denied admission to the School of Journalism.
Special needs. The University of Kansas is committed to helping all students learn. If you have a
special need that may affect your learning, please contact me as soon as possible. The KU Office of
Student Access Services coordinates accommodations for all students who are eligible. If you have a
disability for which you wish to request accommodations and have not contacted this office, please do
so as soon as possible. Information about services can be found at https://disability.ku.edu/. Or you can
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visit the office on the first floor of Strong Hall. The phone number is (785) 864-4064. The email is
achieve@ku.edu. Please contact me privately regarding your needs in this course.
Weather. In the event of inclement weather, the decision to cancel classes is made by KU officials
(NOT BY ME!). To determine whether snow or icy conditions have canceled classes, call (785) 8647669 ((785) 864-SNOW).
Phones, laptops, tablets: I have no objection to electronic study aids, and some students are better
typists than hand-writers. But doing puzzles, messing around on computers, texting or reading the
newspaper in class is unprofessional. So is sleeping, particularly if you snore. Anybody doing any of the
above in class will be given one warning and then asked to leave class for the day. If you feel you really
cannot unplug from Facebook or pause your texting for 50 minutes, please consider another class.
Exams and Assignments
Active Reading Quizzes (ARQs): In this class, as in many classes, if you get behind on the reading,
catching up can be pretty hopeless. Yet some students are reticent to keep up with the reading (imagine!
*grin*). To encourage you to keep up, I’ll be giving Active Reading Quizzes, or ARQs, regularly except
on exam days. These are short quizzes (10 questions) that should be answerable if you read the material
for the day. You should find them easier than the chapter quizzes or major exams. ARQs serve several
purposes: an incentive to keep up on the reading and a way for you to see what areas you need to focus
on in class preparation. ARQs will be taken on Blackboard, and they will be available the weekend
before the Monday we start the chapter. You are encouraged to ask questions any time. I will try to keep
things interesting by allowing time for discussion. You will be able to drop at least one low ARQ score.
Two-Chapter Quizzes (TCQs) and Final: These will emphasize legal problem-solving and the
application of legal principles to sample scenarios (higher on Bloom’s taxonomy scale). They are not
cumulative. Two-chapter quizzes will be 25 questions and given on Fridays, and the questions will
resemble exam questions, rather than simple reading comprehension. See the Class Schedule for details.
There will be NO MAKEUPS for missed TCQs, but there is a “reading TCQ” you can take as a
makeup. The in-person final will also emphasize problem-solving and is similar to the TCQs. Make-up
finals will only be allowed in clearly documented situations that have been communicated to me before
the original date. Study guides are online.
An important note on exams: If you feel you are not “getting it,” please see me sooner rather than
later. Doing well on the ARQs doesn’t always predict how well you’ll do on the exams. If you find that
you are studying but still not doing well, talk to me, and we’ll find a study approach that works for you.
Extra credit: There may occasionally be opportunities for extra credit on coursework and for
participation in research projects. More on this as the opportunities arise.
Graduate students: Please see Blackboard for an additional writing assignment for grad credit.
“But my Internet service is down!” “My computer crashed!” I do not extend due dates or offer
exams on other days without very good reason, and your home Internet service being down or your
computer failing does not count. There are lots of places to get free access, such as the university library,
here in ST-F, and the many coffee shops around Lawrence! Plan a backup place to go if you lose access
at home. Crashed computers, same deal – make a contingency plan with your family or friends.
Attendance and Class Participation
Much of the material on tests will come from class meetings, so you will benefit from regular
attendance. We go through content pretty fast in this course. I expect you in class every meeting.
Excessive absenteeism will reflect poorly on your grade! Extenuating circumstances, like illness or other
emergencies, need to be documented for special consideration.
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Attendance. I know how it is: We are busy people, and it is tempting to sleep in. I can assure you
that you will do much better in the class if you come. I often give extra compensation to students who
regularly attend. Why risk losing out on points?
Email
While many of us are addicted to email, and it is a wonderful tool for communication, there need to
be a few policies. I read email several times each day, and I welcome your communication, but some
things need to be discussed in person—in-depth questions about the material, inquiries about grades,
excessive absences. Email is best for quick clarifications and to schedule meetings. It shouldn’t be
considered a substitute for face-to-face visits.
Questions? Criticisms? Comments? Suggestions?
If at any time something seems unclear or unreasonable to you, please come discuss it with me. I am
open to your comments, criticisms and suggestions. This class is meant to be an open forum for learning
and discussion, and I am dedicated to making it an enjoyable experience to the extent I am able. I am
also extremely open to student suggestions for improvements. If something’s not working for you, let’s
talk about how to fix it.
One More Thing ... A Few Ground Rules for Jour 618
The foundation of the freedoms that the mass media enjoy is the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. We must also remember that it contains protection for “freedom of speech.” That said, I
need to make clear a few ground rules for discussion.
Our classroom is an open forum for the free flow of information. Disagreement between students or
between students and instructor, and perhaps heated discussion, is to be expected. Please do not hesitate
to question what I say or what others say. If you disagree with me, I will not hold it against you! I know
you think that is easy to say but not to do, but if you believe your points of view are being held against
you, please talk to me about it. We need many points of view to have a good discussion, and I look
forward to hearing yours. However, that does not give us the right to attack each other on a personal
basis. We can and must disagree respectfully, and I expect that you will conduct yourself appropriately,
even if you disagree vehemently. Hate speech, personal attacks, and the like simply won’t be tolerated.
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Class Schedule and Reading Assignments (subject to change)
Other handouts may be added; ARQs will be drawn from each week’s chapter(s). Generally we’ll have
ARQs due on Mondays and TCQs in person on Fridays, but SEE THE SCHEDULE for actual dates.
We will stick to the schedule of ARQs and TCQs, even if we get ahead of or behind schedule.

6
7
8

Note: the schedule does not exactly follow the chapters in the book; we skip around!
ARQ
(Usually over
Dates
Topic
Reading
weekend)
Jan. 20, 22
Welcome! Introduction to class
Ch. 1
Ch. 1
The American legal system
(Wed.-Fri.)
Jan. 25, 27, 29
Development of freedom of expression
Ch. 2
Ch. 2
Feb. 1, 3, 5
Censorship and prior restraints
Ch. 3
Ch. 3
Feb. 8, 10, 12
Privacy
Ch. 5
Ch. 5
Feb. 15, 17, 19
Libel
Ch. 4
Ch. 4, up to
“Libel and the
First
Amendment”
Feb. 22, 24, 26
Libel
Ch. 4
Ch. 4, to end
Feb. 29, Mar. 2, 4 Freedom of information
Ch. 9
Ch. 9
Mar. 7, 9, 11
Free press/fair trial
Ch. 7
Ch. 7

9
10

Mar. 14, 16, 18
Mar. 21, 23, 25

Week
1
2
3
4
5

TCQ
(Fri.)

Ch. 1 & 2

Ch. 3 & 5

(GIB: SXSW)

SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS
Newsgatherer’s privilege

Ch. 8
Ch. 6

Intellectual property

Ch. 6

Ch. 8
Ch. 6, up to
“Computers, the
Internet and
Copyright
Laws”
Ch. 6, to end

Intellectual property
Electronic media regulation

Ch. 11
Ch. 11

Ch. 11
None

Ch. 13

Ch. 13
Ch. 13

Ch. 13, up to
“Corporate
Freedom of
Speech
Ch. 13, to end
None

----

----

(GIB: PCA/ACA)

11
12
13

Mar. 28, 30, Apr.
1
Apr. 4, 6, 8
Apr. 11, 13, 15

Ch. 4 & 9

Ch. 7 & 8

(GIB: JEA)

14

Apr. 18, 20, 22

Electronic media regulation
(GIB: ABA Mon.)

15
16

Apr. 25, 27, 29
May 2, 4
May 12 (Thu)

Commercial speech
Commercial speech
Review for final
FINAL EXAM (Covers chapters 6, 11, 13)
7:30 - 10:00 a.m.
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